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INTRODUCTION  
 

 

 

The purpose of the Village Design Statement 

This Village Design Statement is a record of how the inhabitants of the Parish of 

Dedham saw their village in 2006, with some background on how it came to be 

the way it is. It also expresses the views of the community on the sort of changes 

it would accept, or indeed welcome, whilst spelling out the areas where changes 

would not be wanted.  The aim is not to fossilise the village but to give guidance 

on how to control and channel change so as to benefit the community in the fu-

ture. 

 

Dedham is a parish of some 1,850 souls living in some 850 dwellings of which 

106 are listed buildings.   The village comprises two Conservation Areas,  

Dedham and Stratford St Mary (Dedham),  the old Council Estate, the hamlets 

of Lamb Corner, Dedham Heath and Bargate Lane/ Long Road East surrounded 

by rural Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

 

The way the Village Design Statement was developed 

A small Steering Group, consisting of the Officers of the Dedham Village De-

sign Statement Association, Chairman, Secretary/Diary Keeper and Treasurer, 

together with the Village Liaison member, the Parish Council Liaison member 

and two events organisers, led the consultative process which started with an 

afternoon Workshop at the village school and a Photographic Workshop Day, 

both  organised and led by the Rural Community Council of Essex. These enjoy-

able workshops were followed by an exhibition of the school childrenôs work 

and comments together with the photographs taken, the comments made and the 

conclusions of the participants of the Photographic Day.   This was followed two 

months later by an exhibition of the areas to be covered in the statement and 

some of the materials available to assist those writing the reports. 

 

A design statement team was then formed from those interested in writing the 

various reports needed to produce the statement, meetings were arranged with 

various interested parties and short questionnaires were designed to find the 

opinions of various groups in the village. 

 

All this information was used to write a first draft statement which was pre-

sented to the village for comment.  A questionnaire was then prepared and deliv-

ered to every home in the village.    The feedback was incorporated into the draft 

which was then formally presented to the Parish Council for comment. 

 

Again the feedback was incorporated into the Design Statement and the docu-

ment was prepared for consultations with the Colchester Borough Council.  The 

ófinalô draft was presented to the village at a special exhibition after which the 

document was updated in line with the comments received.   The final Village 

Design  Statement was agreed with the Parish and Borough Councils. 

 

The Topics Covered 

The Village Design Statement sets out views on the appearance of the village 

and surrounding countryside, new housing development, changes to existing 

houses, street signs and lighting, public transport, traffic and parking, industry, 

highways and footpaths. 

 

How the Village Design Statement will be used 

The Design Statement has been endorsed by the Dedham Parish Council and has 

been accepted by Colchester Borough Council as a Planning Guidance Note .  

It is therefore to be used as reference when developing local plans or considering 

individual planning applications in the village, where it will provide a tier of 

local involvement complementary to the council planning activities. 

 

How information was collected  Please see Consultation Process 
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THE VILLAGE  
 

Historic Background 
Although there is some evidence of Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman presence 

in the vicinity, the first known settlement at Dedham is the Saxon manor re-

corded in Domesday Book.   From Norman times this was held by absentee 

French landlords until, in the fourteenth century, it reverted to the Crown.   By 

the end of the fifteenth century, when wealthy clothiers financed the building of 

the present church, Dedham had become a thriving industrial town.   During the 

seventeenth century the wool trade was in serious decline but the townôs impor-

tance as a centre for local trade was increased by its ecclesiastical significance.   

A lectureship had been set up around 1577 to preach the ópureô word of God in 

this Puritan area and the lecture coinciding with the weekly market drew audi-

ences from miles around.    The Grammar School, where the celebrated painter 

John Constable was later a pupil, was founded at about the same time.    This 

established Dedhamôs educational reputation and for the next four centuries its 

various schools contributed greatly to the townôs prosperity.   In the eighteenth 

century both the Grammar  and English (elementary) Schools were rebuilt in the 

then fashionable red brick, many of the late medieval timber-framed houses 

were fronted and the community acquired its own new Assembly Rooms.   

However by the closing years of the nineteenth century the market town had 

dwindled to a village and was once again in decline when the first visitors and 

day trippers began to arrive, attracted to the landscape which had become fa-

mous as 'Constable Countryô.   Its special qualities were recognised when it was 

designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in 1970.   Tourism continued 

to increase throughout the twentieth century, especially with the arrival of mass 

car ownership from the 1950s onwards. 

                                                                                                                                                         


