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How the Village Design Statement will be used

The Design Statement has been endorsed by the Dedham Parish Council and has
been accepted by Colchester Borough Council BRaning Guidance Note.

It is therefore to be used as reference when developing local plans or considering
individual planning applications in the village, where it will provide a tier of
local involvement complementary to the council planning activities.
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THE VILLAGE

Historic Background

Although there is some evidence of Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman presen
in the vicinity, the first known settlement at Dedham is the Saxon manor re
corded in Domesday Book. From Norman times this was held by absente
French landlords until, in the fourteenth century, it reverted to the Crown. By
the end of the fifteenth century, when wealthy clothiers financed the building o
the present church, Dedham had become a thriving industrial town. During th

seventeenth century the wool trade decl i
tance as a centre for local trade was increased by its ecclesiastical significan
A lectureship had been set up aroun h the

this Puritan area and the lecture coinciding with the weekly market drew audi
ences from miles around. The Grammar School, where the celebrated paint
John Constable was later a pupil, was founded at about the same time. T
established Dedhamds educational re
various schools contributed greatly
century both the Grammar and English (elementary) Schools were rebuilt in th
then fashionable red brick, many of the late medieval tirffaened houses
were fronted and the community acquired its own new Assembly Rooms
However by the closing years of the nineteenth century the market town ha
dwindled to a village and was once again in decline when the first visitors an
day trippers began to arrive, attracted to the landscape which had become f
mous as 'Constable Countrybod. I ts
designated aArea ofOutstandingNaturalBeauty in 1970. Tourism continued

to increase throughout the twentieth century, especially with the arrival of mas
car ownership from the 1950s onwards.
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